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Discipulus. Since | last saw you, Sir, | have 
thought much on the subject which then occupi- 
ed our attention, and which you expatiated upon 
with such elequence and feeling: Butas | have 
given comparatively little attention to Theolo- 

‘y, I.hope you will permit me to ask questions 
reely, that | may derive instruction from your 
solutions of them. 


Clericus. As 1 confess that I have bestowed 


mnch time on the study of the sacred volume, if 


I can give you any information that wiil tend to 
your instruction, and -especially if } should be 
able to make you an orthodox Christian, it 
would afford to me the greatest satisfaction : 
I beg, therefore, that you will not permit your 
difiidence, or the fear of occasioning to me trou- 
ble, to prevent you from asking any questions, 
the solutions of which would tend to the eluci- 
dation of the subject of your religious inqui- 


ries. 


Discipulus. Permit me, Sir, then, in the first 
place to ask, why it was, that in our last con- 
versation, you dwelt so much onthe dreary 
doctrine of eternal punishment ? ja. 

Clericus. | should have supposed that your 

own acuteness might bave answered that ques- 
tion: But I think it to be my duty to state to 
you explicitly my reasons for it. ‘i’o me it is 
very plain, that the Scriptures reveal the dec- 
trine of everlasting punishment for the wicked ; 
if, then, the reprobate is to su*er eternally the 
most dread/ul torments, is it not a topic that 
should be dwelt upon, and can it be possible to 
call persons’ atiention too often to this most mo- 
mentous subject? Would it not be the ex- 
treme of folly toomittodoso? ‘fo me it is evi- 
dent, that it is the duty of every christian min- 
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Discipulus. Excuse my ignorance and dul-|to be inexpedient to doit? But if they knew 
ness; the obscurity of my intellect will, I} the doctrine to be true, did not every motive 
|hope, be enlightened by the corrascations of] urge them to dwell on the importance of the 
your superior understanding ; but as { must use| subject, as you bave thought it necessary to be 
jmeans for that purpose, | shall avail myself of} done at the present day? If, then, the first 
your permission to ask questions.and shall there-| preachers of Christianity did not take the course 
fore inquive of you,whether you findin the scrip-) which you have said ought to be pursued, did 
j tures, the evidence that Christ and“n.. disciples| they err in judgment, or, did they believe any 
did as often mention the subject of eternal pun-| such doctrine ? ; 
ishment as the orthodox preachers do at the} Clericus. Lam truly sorry and concerned, to 
present day? Or as often as you yourself re-| find that you are disposed t6 substitute the de- 
commend it to be done? Did the first Chris-| ductions of your carnal ‘reason for the decisions 
tians as often in their discourses enlarge on the! of the Westminster Divines. This seems to im- 
subject of eternal punishment, and strive to] ply a want of that docility of disposition, which 
give some faint idea of the endless duration of] is requisite to the improvement of the pupil, 
eternity, by various comparisons expressive of) and therefore for the present, | wave any fur- 
the most protracted period of time ; and did they| ther consideration of the subject. A sense of 
attempt to delineate by exquisite touches of ora-| duty will, however, induce me, to give you any 
tory, the dreadful torments of the damned, as} farther information in my power; and at some 
the moderns have done, and still do? future time, when I feel calmer, I may, per- 

Clericus. Eternal punishment is mentioned by | haps be prevailed on, to resume the inquiry. 
our Lord in Mat. xxv. and in Some other passa- (To be concluded in our next.) 
ges of the Evangelists. Everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, is also mention- 
ed by St. Paul. On so momentous a subjeet, I 
should stppose this were a sufficient warrant for 
alarm, and justification of the course I have 
recommended. 

Discipulus. You are, no doubt Sir, sensible, that 
the text in Mat. translated eternal punishment, 
is not universally admitted toe be justly so ren- 
dered,;sixce the word aion, often, in the scrip- 
tures, denotes a limited duration, and the word 
kolasis translated punishment, often signifies 
correction. But besides this, it is denied by| Who my friend is, who sent me this paper, I 
some, that this chapter relates to the last jndg-| know not, but have no doubt he desires that 
ment; it is believed, that it may have refer-|some remarks on the Rey. Gentleman’s argu- 
ence only to the destruction of Jerusalem. But|ments be published in the Magazine. Wheth- 
waving for the present these considerations, |] er any thing like reasoning on such subjects is 
shall beg leave to remark, that | had seen the| of any benefit, is rather doubtful. People who 
subject in those places where you mention it|make a proper use of their reason certainly do 
may be found | have in vainsearched for it in|not need to have the inconclusiveness of such 
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The New Hampsuire Reposirory of March 4th, 
1826, some friend has sent me, directing my attention to a 
lengthy piece, having the following head : 

Prize Tract. 
The duty of Professors of Religion, to consecrate their 
property to the spread of the Gospel. By Rev. Dan- 
TEL A, CLARK. 


the gospels of St. Luke and St. John, anu in his 
epistles ; neither have I found mention made of 
it, in the Acts of the apostles, or in the epistles | 
of St. James, St. Peter, or Jude,.in the thirteen 


istev to make it the almost constant theme of his 
discourse, and he ought to strive to paint the 
subject in such vivid colors, that the most ob- 
tuse intellect and obdurate heart, should be 
moved by it to amend his life, and to obtain.a 
correct, that is, an ovrihodox faith. To be si- 
lent on this topic, would therefore imply in the 


epistles of St. Paul this doctrine is not mention-| 
ed. ‘here is, indeed, one place in which he; 
mentions everlasting destruction from the pre-| 
sence of the Lord; but, everlasting destruction | 
from the presence of the Lord, is not eternal | 
punishment. In the first impressive discourse | 
preached by St. Peter, by which.three thousand | 


minister, the most consummate ignorance of the | converts were made, I have not been able to! 
constitution of the human mind, as well as neg-\¢ndq the doctrine of eternal punishment men-, 


livence of the souls committed to his trust. The | 
subject of eternal punishment should therefore | 
be often spoken of, and it is accordingly the jeen omitted in the report of the sermon given 
practice of the orthodox clergy so to do: But \by St. Luke ; and | now begin to be afraid, that 
it would seem like offering an insult to your un-! jf any of the above Annwerth retourmediam nied: 
derstanding, should | enlarge on the propriety jately home, they must have departed ignorant 
and daty of so doing. lof your fundamental doctrine. But if the intel- 

Diseipulus. Permit me, Sir, to ask you, if it) ect was constituted at the first promulgation of 
were not as interesting and important to men in| {he Gospel as it now is, and the teachers omit 
the days of Christ, and the apostles, that they ted to mention the subject as ofiep, and as forci- 
should eseape so dreadful a doom, as at the pre- | bly as you now think it expedient to do; did 
sent time ? they not on your own principles act yery un- 

Cleriens, Certainly, but why do you, my young | wisely ? Or, if we revoit at charging them with 
friend, ask so silly a question ? folly, must we not conclude that they thought it 


tioned. If the subject had been mentioned, I 


think it rather improbable that it would have | 


arguments pointed out; and those whose piety 
is at variance with reason are not likely to be 
benefited by arguments which reason dictates. 

I will, however, submit a few queries rela- 
tive to some of the reasons which Mr. Clark of- 
fers to prove that Christians ought to consecrate 
their property to Missionary purposes. 

The first reason which he offers is, that “the 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” And 
he proceeds to show that all things absolutely 
belong to God, by the fact that we are possessed 
of nothing that we are sure of holding for any 
length of time. As these principles are evi- 
dently correct, the writer felt sure that his in- 
ference would be supported by them; but who, 
‘that allows reason to have any voice in the case, 
|can avoid seeing that his inference has no pro- 
per relation to his premises? For instance, 
suppose | undertake to prove that the people of 
this city ought. to place the whole of their estates 
jat my disposal, in order to assist me in bearing 
the expences of the divine Spirit across the 
ocean, to India, that its holy operations may be 
carried on in the hearts of those whom I call 
heathen: and in order to prove this, I state that 
“the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness there- 
of,” Would any one deny the truth of the rea- 
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von which Loffer? No, But would any one be-|be worshipped? Answer, the clergy; and this is dead: now Brine. Ise go ov 
liewe that Uhad proved what [ undertook to} worship is what they want, This and the mow | dan, ‘thoo, and all this ple, ur ras 
prove? No: but many would believe that | was ey that goes with it, are all that they want. which I do give aba gore 
either insane or blasphemously perverse, But H. B, jot Israel. Every place aaa sole of ¥ 
I continue to expostalate with the people, who foot shall tread upon, that have I given un 


ee _—— = eee ee eee 


withhold their property, and | tell them that ee, ote ae as I said unto Moses. From the wives t 
they have nothing that they are certain of pos- ss ‘As this Lebanon, even unto the great ver, she 
sessing tomorrow, and therefore they ought to ON THE WAR AGAINST THE river’ Euphrates, all the om = Shr it 

ive all they bave to me, for the holy purpose CANAANITES. and unto the great sea, ye e going do 
above named; is there a reasonable person in ; Rai 1a the Manadilcdite I of the sun, shall be your coast,” &c. fe 4 

the city who would be convinced by such argu- Messrs. Edifors,—In the Magazine, for Nov.|_ [n Deut vii. we have the command fo. 


lith, there is a piece, in which the writer, re-)the Hebrews, plainly enforced. “When the 
t? B s. ; ’ om e He » plainly ( 
aa ican go to this writer’s premises, and presents Joshua and the Hebrews under his} Lord thy God shall bring thee unto the land, — 


see what inference they afford. command, as acting a very wicked part, in de-| whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast) 


iaiib eieth te the Lord's afd the falness thereof. We stroying the Canaanitish nations. In reading the} out many nations before thee,—seven pat D 


have nothing to day that we are sure of possessing to- communication of Amicus, the following thoughts greater and mightier,than thou : And when. * 


morrow .”” occurred. Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee 
All thia being granted, it follows that God is,| If there were a few good men and true, a-| thou shalt-smite them, and utterly destroy them, 
already, in possession of all things, and needeth | mong the Hebrews, were not Moses and Joshua! thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor 
not that we should give him. It fellows, that] of the number? Can we not depend uponitheir} shew mercy unto them. And thou shalt con- 
we haye nothing to give him. It is he who testimony? Let us then see what they say upon | sume all the people which the Lord thy God 
giveth to us all things richly to enjoy. this subject. a tate shall deliver thee: thine eye shall have no pity 
With a design to frighten people to give their|  «1nicus says, “the extermination of the Cana-| upon them:——Moreover the Lord thy Gok - 
property into the hands of the clergy, this wri- anitish nations by the Hebrews, requires proof will send the hornet among them, until they 
ter cites the instances of God’s destroying the | positive, that it was performed by the express) that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be 
old world, burning the cities of the plain, the | command of a just God, and therefore founded | destroyed. Thou shalt not be affrighted at 
ruin of ancient monarchies, the destruction of | 0" some principles of justice unknown to man.”) them: for the Lord thy God is among you a 
merchandise at sea, &c. &c. and comes to the| But Amicus admits that God justly overthrew) mighty God and terrible. And the Lord thy 
following conclusion : Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimstone.—|God will put out these nations before thee by 
“Perhaps the aggregate of property, lost by the various | He likewise admits that those nations, were’ Jittle and little: thou mayest not consume them. 
calamities that God has sent upon this world, would haye | idolatrous and wicked. Was it not just with God) at once, lest the beasts of the field increase up-- 
exactly met the claims he made upon its charity.’’ to destroy them by such means as he saw good?) on thee. But the Lord thy God shall deliver 
He evidently means that all which God has/“Veogeance is mine, [ will repay, saith the|them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a 
destroyed, by the calamities which he has sent! Lord:” According to the strict principle of what! mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. 
on mankind, he so déstroyed because people | is known to be eternal immutable justice. And he shall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
withheld it from his service. ‘There is some-| Do not the following scriptures declare that}and thou shalt destroy theiy sane from unde 
thing here worthy of some query. How hap-|God did command the Hebrews to destroy the| heaven, there shall no man be able to stand be« 
pens it that the snpreme Ruler of the universe, | nations of Canaan ? fore thee, until thou have destroyed them.” 
who is himself spirit, cannot exert as direct} Deut. ix. 1—5, “Hear, O Israel; thou art to| Are we not to understand that such passages. 
and as efficient influence on the minds and dis-| pass over Jordan this day, to go to possess na-j contain a commission from God to the Hebrews. 
positions of his creatures, as he does on their! tions greater aod mightier than thyself.—Un-| to desteoy the Canaanites ? oe 
bodies and on material substances? It seems} derstand therefore, this day, that the Lord thy| Amicus intimates, that the reason why the 
that Mr. Clark’s god, with the assistance of bis;God is he which goeth over before thee; as a} Hebrews did not destroy other nations, was. 
old friend, the devil, can drown the world, can consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he| their want of power. But what power had. 
burn up cities, raise storms and tempests at sea, shall bring them down before thy face: soshalt|they against the combined kings of Canaan, if 
and destroy property to any amount, can send | thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, | GodhatncP been ati then tow heb Gad ee 
all manner of plagues on the inhabitants of)as the Lord hath said unto thee.—-Not for thy} disregarded, they could not stand against their 
the earth ; but can make no advances towards| righteousness, or for the uprightness of thy| weakest enemies. When God was Tor thept 
turning their hearts, only by the assistance of heart, dust thou possess their land; but for the} who could be agninst them? Then one ota? 
Hotrge = by ja i i a than money | srenencns & these nations the Lord thy God | chase a thousand, and {wo put ten thousand {o_ 
pense! such doctrine be not) doth drive them out from before thee, and that) flight. The whole history of the Hebrews con- 
retest Caarr, then Baal never had a priest on he may perform the word which the Lord swore | firms this. 
the earth. unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” Amicus suggests the idea, that the Canaanites 
ihe clergy would be consistent, let them} ‘That the Hebrews bad a good right and title | did not know that God had promised their land 
cll the people, that the heathen must allstarve | to the land of Canaan, appears from the follow-|to the childr f tiebaal Whar then ia ite 
to death, if we do not send the means into their) ing passag | ; ike wile ea eas 
- dha SOF ae : S Me riage meaning of the following confession of the Gib-« 
countries of raising provisions; that they have} Gen. xiii. 15, “For all the land which thou| eonites ? Josbua ix. 9}. “Because it-was cen 
no sunshine, no rain, no seed time nor harvest ;|seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for- tainly told thy br whiitad how that the Lord th 
that it is our duty to send missionaries as quick ;ever.” xvii. 8. “All the land of Canaan for an) God commanded his oa Moses {o rive ja 
as possible to give those wretched people the | everlasting possession.” _xxvi. 4, and xxviii. 13,| all the land, and te’dent 16 all the inhabitants ot 
blessings of life. Has our Creator made better |] am the Lord God of Abraham thy Father,| the land Sidhe before ae eretone wi were - 
provision for the comfort of men’s hodies,)and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou|sore diciid of our lives che 6 VOU dad wae 
than he has for their minds? Has he provided|liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.” done this thing. “And hows beliold eg ite Th 
more amply for our temporary enjoyments, than | xxxv. 12. ‘thine hand, as it seemeth good and right unto 
for our eternal happiness? If this be the case,| ‘This gift is meptioned in the 105th. Psalm, | thee to do inte os, dom * 
then he has set us an example; and who can be} 9—11, “Which covenant he made with Abra-}. Amicus inti Hen h: he Hebrew 
blamed for conforming to it ? ham, and his oath unto Isaac: and confirmed/ed Lee glimpse Mh ay 322 5 A Pres, 
¢ a : saac: and confirmed /ed without an and from God, to des 
Mr. Clark asks the question : “HV. os ) 1 Command FEO od, +0 lea 
question : “}¥ill God send the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for }all people, the innocent with th ilty. ‘ih 
ac 3 a sy pth oo answers ; *JVo.”"| an everlasting covenant, saying, Unto thee will following ws bas aa "pespeeting the ska 
at tollows : ollows that God had rather I give the land of Canaag, ti in- {i aki See ee P i. 
the heathen should ali go to hell, than to exert | heritance.”” ia rove Bae: |g be thowesuase AEE 1s 
. . 10, a city 
his power to save them! But our clergy are| | do not see why there is not as much evi- fight against it,then todas fence antote'Ana it 
shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and. 


made ne Viana stuif; they are willing to do| dence, that God commanded the Hebrews to de- 
every thing in their power to save the poor |stroy the Canaanites, as there is, ti ic 
oo ite ae %,. 3 Ieee : s, that they did} open unto tl bi i <P 


money! What blessed, kind hearted creatures} Joshua i. 1—9, “Now after th 

: ; art atu 9, ter the death.of Mo-|to thee, and they shal : 
they are! God has the power to save the!ses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass, | will wiaiee no ae koe phere: orm ie 
heathen, but will not; the clergy have the will, that the Lord spake unto. Jos Pp 1 thee, but will make 


hua the son of! war agai h ige i 
heathen, bot will not; the cl the w = ee unt | war against thee, then shalt thou betelge it. 
la power. Which is most worthy to, Nun, Moses’ minister, saving, Moses my seryant | And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it 
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inte thy bands, ‘thou shalt smite every male 
thereof with the edge of the sword. But the 
women, and the littlevones, and the cattle, and 
all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, 
shalt thou take unto thyself: and thou shalt eat 
the spoil of thine enemies, which the Lord thy 
God hath givenithee. Thus shalt thon do unto 
all the cities; which are very far off from thee, 
which are not of the cities of these nations.” 
_ “ But of the cities of these people, which the 
Lord thy God doth give thee for ab inheritance, 
thon shalt save alive nothing that breatheth: 
but thou shalt utterly destroy them, namely, the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, 
and the’ Perezzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusités: as the Lord thy God hath command- 
ed thee® “That they do not teach you to do af- 
ter all their abominations, which they have done 
unto their gods: so should ye sin against the 
Lord your God.” ; 
By using the Hebrews as instruments in de- 
stroying the nations of Canaan, God gave them 
a striking example of their own doom, if they; 
_walked in their ways. When they sinned, God 
visited them with similar judgments. When | 
they took of the accursed thing, they fled be- 
fore the few menof Ai. In after periods, when 
they sinned, God sold them into the hands of 
their enemies, who oppressed and afflicted them, 
for a number of years, till they were brought to 
“repentance. 
_- If the Israelites under Joshua were not com- 
_missioned to destroy the nations of Canaan, why 
did God work wonders in their behalf? He op- 
‘ened a passage for them on dry ground, when 
‘they crossed Jordan. He threw down the walls 
of Jericho ina remarkable manner. He caus+ 
ed the sun to stand still upon Gibeon, and the 
moon in the valley of Aijalon, about a whole 
day, at the request of Joshua, that he might 
rout his enemies more effectually. He cast 
down great hail stones from heaven to destroy 
more at one time, than were slain by the sword 
of Israel. Now if God could be justified in send- 
ing angels to rescue Lot from Sodom, and de- 
stroy the place, when he left it.(for the Lord said | 
| ae could do nothing while Lot continued in the 
‘ecity,) them why may he not be’ justitied in de- 
«stroying the Canaanites, by means of the He- 
brews? And would not they have been rebel- 
| ious like Saul, if they had refused? 
When Jabin the king of Canaan, and the con- | 
federate kings, met. together at the waters of) 
Merom to fight with Israel, the Lord said unto 
feshua, be not afraid of them, for tomorrow, | 
about this time, will | deliver them up stain be- 
fore {srael. And Joshua did unto them as the | 
Lord bade him. See Joshua xi, 1—15. “As 
‘the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so did, 
Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua: he 
left nothing undone of ail that the Lord com- 
manded Moses.” ‘There was not a city that 
made peace with the children of {srae! save the 
Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeoo ; all others 
they took in battle. For it was of the Lord to 
harden their hearts, that they should come a- 
gainst Israel in battle, that he might destroy 
them utterly, as the Lord commanded Moses.” 
19— 23. 
it was usual with God to testify against his 
J. people Israel, when they sinned against him.— 
But where did he ever fault them for destroy- 
ing the nations of Canaan? On other occasions | 
God found fault with the people when they went 
without his command, 
Why was it not as consistent with the princi- 
ples of justice for the Hebrews to destroy na- 
tions, whose iniqnities were full, as. it is for} 


( 
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judges in our country to condemn people to be) or an unwillingness to defend what 1 soon must 


hanged when their iniquities are full? 

Why was it consistent with christian princi- 
ples for our forefathers to destroy the Indians, 
or the Kuropeans, who seized upon their inheri- 
tance, or sought to captivate and destroy their 
persons and children ? 

When Israel went to war without a commis- 
sion from God, they were punished. When 
God sent them, they never lost a man, nor re- 
ceived a wound. When any Christian will 
show me as good a commission from heayen as 
Moses and Joshua had, he may destroy his fel- 
low men. ‘Till he does, I shall look upon him 
as a murderer. pad 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


A LETTER, 
To Rev. Mr. F. Freeman, of Plymouth, Mass. 


Rev. Sir,--Some time having elapsed since 
I published a letter addressed to you, in the Uni- 
versalist Magazine, No. 18, and not having re- 
ceived any reply to the queries, nor compliance 
with the requests therein contained, | do again 
call on you, in sincerity, to attend to it immed- 
iately, or give your reasons for this neglect.— 
| consider the subjects of vast importance and 
immediate concern; and | think you cannot con- 
sistently, with your own principles, deny that 
they are important subjects. Why then, Sir, 
have you neglected to make any reply to my 
communication? Was it because you thought it 
beneath your notice? On what principle can 
such a request be considered beneath the notice 
of a minister of the gospel, whose duty itis to 
endeavor to enlighten the ignorant, and to. re- 
claim those which are out of the way? This, 
Sir, is an easy, but very poor way of gelling a- 
jong; and [ think itis high time for orthodox 
people to relinquish this method, and openly 
and publicly defend what they think is truth, 
and expose error. For assertions made before 
the public, are matters of public criticism ; and 
{ think it the privilege of all, to call in question 
any ideas advanced in public, which are incon- 
sistent with scripture, reason, or themselves: 
and public teachers should bold themselves re- 
sponsible to reconcile and prove their assertions, 
or acknowledge their error. 

If, Sir, you believe the ideas advanced in 
your sermon were correct and agreeable to bi- 
ble truth, and my communication to you erro- 


Pa 


neous, | ask again, how can you justify yoursell’ 


in neglecting to show this, and to point out my 
errors to me, that | may be undeceived? It 
will avail you nothing to say, that you justify or 
excuse yourself on this ground, viz. that you 
consider ine ip an unrenewed state, and so car- 
ually minded, as not to be able to understand a 
religious subject; for in your sermon bejore 
mentioned, you distinctly and separately addres- 


sed those you termed wicked and unrenewed per-| 


Now, Sir, if there was any propriety 
jin addressing or exhibiting gospel truths to 
those unreuewed persons, wio did not re- 
quest it, | certainly think there is far more pro- 
priety in endeavor.ng to enlighten and convince 
one who has publicly requested it. If I know 
my own feelings, dear Sir, { call upon you from 
no other motive than to be enlightened and in- 
structed in scriptural (ruths, and to be convine- 
ed of my errors, if Lhave imbibed any. Should 
you stili neglect to give an answer, [ shail be 


sons ! 


under the necessity cf attributing it, to. inability, 


i¢ ary si 
ito want of food. 


think is, a sinking cause. 
Be assured, Sir, of my respect, for | am your 
friend and well wisher. 
Jonn Maxim, Jr. 
Carver, Dec. 4, 1826. 
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ON THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. 


Messrs. Editors,—A few days since, a friend 
put into my hand the Magazine of the 4th inst. 
in which I noticed a little piece signed S. T. 
entitled, “Reply to T, G. F.” Upon reading it 
I found the writer did not address himself to me, 
nor attempt to disprove my statements in the 
communication to which he alludes: indeed, 
with the exception of some swelling words a- 
bout “whims” and “fancies,” and a repetition of 
the substance of your caption to my remarks 
upon the one thing needful, his piece contains 
but very little. 

In remarking upon the connexion of the 
words “but one thing is needful,” I supposed 
the “serving”? with which Martha was cumber- 
ed, to be the preparation of what she consider- 
ed suitable entertainment for Christ and his 
companions ; and the ‘*many things” about which . 
she seemed to be troubled, to be a variety of 
dishes. To this opinion S. 'T. objects. He sup- 
poses it may seem a “wiseand pretty conceit” 
to those who entertain it, but to him it appears 
amere “whim.” He then proceeds to name 
some whimsical notions which, in Azs judgment, 
would set as well upon Luke’s account as mine ; 
(let the readers of the Magazine judge,) but he 
is very careful to advance no opinion of his 
own. Had he given his own opinion, with an- 
attempt to support it, he would have discover- - 
ed an object worthy of writing; but in the 
piece he has published, I can see no other de- 
sign than to find fault with the opinions of oth- 
ers, without any attempt to disprove them; or 
to gratify a propensity for writing. 

lf such is his inclination, and he is anxieus to 
indulge it, it may be well to suggest to him the 
propriety of proving, by evidence in the connex- 
ion, that the original word rendered “serving,” 
Luke x. 40, is not to be taken in the sense in 
which Bengel, Pearce, Clark and others have 
understood it. And also that Bishop Pearce er- 
red in supposing, that the original. word ren- 
dered ‘*needful,” verse 42, was used in relation 
Also let him prove, that the 


\“many things” about which Martha was troub- 


\ 
{ 


| things.’ 


led, were not a variety, tor Christ’s entertain- 
ment; and that the divine ‘Veacher did not say 
to Martha, ‘but one thing is needful,” that she 
might not trouble herself about providing “man 

> Furthermore, let him prove that the 
part which Mary chose was what our Lord 


i meant by one thing needful: or, that Bengelius 


is incorrect in pointing the whole passage thus; 


“Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled a- 


bout many things : but one thing is needful. Now, 
Mary hath chosen that good portion, which shull 
not be taken away from her.” 

Jam by no means disposed to enter into a 
controversy with your correspondent upon this 
subject; and | am equally indisposed to abandon 
the opinion | have expressed upon it, simply 
because he considers it a whimsical fancy. 

T. G. F, 

Haverhill, Nov. 22, 1826. 


“Prove all things, bold fast that which ip 
good,’™ Pa. 


ties will advance the interest of Christ’s king- 
dom, when the great men of this world, the 
mighty, the rich, the fashionable and ungodly 
are received inte balf-brothersbip with the, 
church, and are made life members, managers | 
and directors in these societies, for carrying on 
the word of the Lord, and the conversion of 


the world—- and all this to get more money and) 
obtain greater renown in the eyes of this world ?, 
Will such men, and such men promote the | 
humble and self-denying religion of Jesus Christ | 
in the earth? As well may it be expected that 
darkness will produce light. It would be well 
for some of the officers and donors te these pop- 
ular societies to recollect the proverb, that) 
charity should begin at home, and first learn their 
own negroes to read the Bible, who have sweat- 
ed and toiled for the very money perhaps they 
are giving to others. Are there not often poor 
laboring ministers and destitute imdividuals in 
their very neighborhoods, who stand in need of, 
and have a claim on their charity, whom they 
pass by, and give with a liberal hand to some 
distant object for the sake of having the praise 
and honor of great and wicked men? To us it 
seemssurprisingly strange that those who neither 
read the Bible, nor love its truths, nor practise 
its precepts, should undertake to send the Bible 
to others, since they can feel no rea! interest in 
the duties enjoined in it, if they do not even dis- | 
believe its divine authority. We therefore de-! 
clare our discountenance of, and non-fellowship | 
; | with all such societies, and such connexion be- 
DECLARATION of the REFORMED BAPTIST’ tween the church and this world, knowing that 
CHURCHES in the STATE of Christ’s kingdom is not of this world and nO person | 
NORTH CAROLINA. who is a member of any 0 Fable society shall, 
have membership with us except he first prema} 

(Concluded from page 164.) | his connerion therewith, for we ave Jully assured 

Article 8. In regard to the spread of the Bi-| that asa worldly-minded Judas betrayed Christ, so 
ble, and Bible Societies, we believe that no one| will these worldlings in Bible Societies betray the 
ian is competent to the task of translating the | cause and church of God. | 


«“ BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED.” 


While some expect heav’n may be bought 
With righteousness which they have wrought, 
And thus to gain immortal rest 

Among the spirits of the blest, 

Our solid hopes of heavenly bliss, 

Are built on free, impartial grace. 

Here, on the earth we plough and sow, 

And reap the fruits before we go, 

But none can earn a birth in heaven— 
Eternal life is freely given. 

Nor can the lapsed world of men, 

Whose lives at best are bot a span, 

Deserve an endless state of wo— 

The Lord has never told us so: 

His oath is pledg’d—we trust His word,— 
All souls shall know and serve the Lord— 

All knees shall bow—all tongues express 

‘Lhe glories of redeeming grace. 

O Death ! thy reign will then be o’er, 

For sin and death shall be no more : 

And the whole world of “captive slaves, 
Releas’d trom death and sin, 

Shall quit their prisons and their graves, 
Endu’d with life divine. 
The whole creation join in one 
To bless the sacred name 

Of Him who sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb.” 


K, 


eS SS 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


‘believe 


Scriptures into another language, in the short/| 
time which scems to be practised in India. Nor, 
do we think any two or three men of a particu- 
lar sect, very likely to give the heathen, or oth- 
ers, a correct and impartial version of the Bible, 
by reason of those particular views and prepos- 
sessions which influence, more or less, the mem- 
bers of every religious persuasion. We fear in- 


Article 6. 
member of any of our churches, and feeling) 
himself aggrieved by these our articles, where 
there is a majority in any particular church in} 


favor of adopting them, shall have the liberty, | The mo 


by letter of dismission, to remove bis member- 


ship, and join any church he or she may think| M 


proper. It has already been stated, that any 


deed, that there will be as many incorrect or} who are now members of our churches. may | 
spurious Bibles as there were in the time of continue their membership by promising to re-| 
king James, when he was induced to select fif-/nounce connexion with such societies as are | 
ty-four persons, eminent for learning and knowl-| herein by these Articles declared to be out of| 
edge in the ancient tongues, to give his subjects) fellowship with us, and desisting from such 
our present translation of the Bible. The first| practices as have been stated to wound’ and 
Bible that was ever printed in America, we arej hurt the feelings of their brethren. For we 
informed, was printed for the Nantick Indians,! claim the right of thinking for ourselves, and 
and in their tongue, more than one hundred and| of worshipping God in the way we deem right, 
fifty years ago. Since that time, how many mis-|and also of choosing our own company for as- 
sionaries have been sent amongst the American |sociates, These rights we believe to be given 
Indians, how many of their youth have been edu-/ to us by our Maker; they were established by 
cated for the ministry, and what incredible sums {the blood and sufferings of our fathers, and are 
of money have been expended for converting the} secured by the Constitution and we feel every 


~wvarigus tribes, and yet, where are the fruits oi 
all these mighty doings, and what has resultec 
from the vast expenditure? For want ofa true 
cali to this work, bad management, or through a 
neglect to set a proper example, or all these put 
together, the Indians in almost every instance 
have been only made worse, more “profligate 
and dissipated, and been brought toa more spee-| 
dy and certain destruction. What has been al- 
ready done, may be done again, not only to the 


few remaining Indian tribes in this country. but 
a . : rs : 
to the inbabitants of india, and else where, par- 
ticuiarly when no better instraments are em- 
ployed, and much worse measures and proceed-} 


ines are adopte d. Bat with respect to Bible So-| 
: 


cielics, $0 called, who can i el eye this se sOCIC-} 


willingness freely to grant them to others. 

iy testimony of agreement to the foregoing 
Articles of this our declaration, We, the under- 
signed Baptist Churches, after due deliberaiion 
and decision in our conferences, have appointed 
our several clerks to sign the names of our 
churches, and the number of members belonging 
thereto this 23th day of Augusty 1826. 

NV. ¥. Telescope. 


JUST RECEIVED—AND FOR SALE, 


A SERMON, entitled, Reasons for believing in Uni- 
versalism, or the ultimate Salvation of all Men,’ deliver- 
ed. in the First Independen. Universalist Church in Hart- 
ford, Con. By Rev. Joun Bisse, Pastor. Second Ed. 


God never imposes upon us, laws, as arbitra 
ry tests and trials of our obedience, "The great 
design of them is, to do us good, and direct our 
actions to our own interest. This, if 
it, will infinitely eneo 

dience ; for when [ am sure Ged commands me 
nothing but what my own health, ease and bap- 
piness requires; and that every Jaw of bis i# 
both a necessary and sovereign prescription a- 
gainet the disease of my nature, and that he 
could not prescribe less than he a 
being defective in his care of my recovery and 
happiness, with what prudence and modesty 
can I grudge to obey him? Dr. Scott. _ 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Lines on the ‘Loss of a Ship. 


BY JOHN MALCOM, 


Her mighty sails the breezes swell, 
And fast she leaves the lessening land, 
And from the shore the last farewell 
Is waved by many a snowy hand ; 
And weeping eyes are on the main, 
Untilits verge she wanders o’er, 
But, from the hour of parting pain, 
‘The bark was never heard of more. 
In her was many a mother’s joy, 
And love of nyany a weeping fair ; 
For her was wafted in its sigh, 
‘The lonely heart’s unceasing prayer ; 
And, oh! the thousand hopes untold 
Of ardent youth the vessel bore ; 
Say, were they quenched in waters cold? 
For she was never heard of more. 
Wher on her wide and trackless path 
- OF desolation, doom’d to flee, 
Say, sauk she midst the bending wrath 
Of rack ng clouds and rofling sea? 


Any person at present being a! Or, where the jand but mock’s the eye, 


Went drifting on a fatal shore ? 


| Vain guesses all —her destiny 


Is dark—she ne’er was heard of more. 
ad twelve times chang’d her form 
From glowing orb to crescent wan ; 
id skies of caim and scowls of storm 
Since from her port that ship had gene. 
But Ocean keeps its secret well, 
And though we know that all is o’er, 
No eye hath seen—no tongue can tell 
Her fate—she ne’er was heard of more. 
a  illa , L eaelN ala2 s 
i3-No 44 of Vol 7, is wanted at this Office, 
for which a liberal price will be paid. 


M 

Mr. John Banchor to Miss Abigail Perkins 
Cheever. 
Capt. Isaac Fowler to Miss Mary-Ann Kidder 
Brazier. 7 
In Wrentham, on the 10th inst. hy Rey. Mr. 
Fiske, Mr. Nathan Aldrick, to Mise Louis Grant, 
both of that town. 


‘ 


DIE IN THISCITY, 

Mrs. Mary-Ann French Bartley, aged 21) wife 

of Mr. John B. Mr. Seymour Rice, 38. Mr. 
kichard White, 80. 


In “\ hingham, [Whitingham?] Vt. on the Sth of No- 
vember last, Mr. James Streeter, aged 67. He had been 
a firm believer in ihe doctrine of Impartial Grace, for a= 
bout 30. years, and was théfirst that embraced it in that 
town. Mr. S. has left a wilt, with several] children, and 
giand-children, to monrn the loss of an affectionate buss 
band, parent and friend. And furthern ore, he testified 1o 
the world, tha! his belief would serve to live by. and give 
the greatest consolation in the hour of death. 

8, Gueason, Ja. (Communicated.d 


